ELE EEE LOLI SIE ERA LEI E TN OIE SLIT. LEL LEA EET 


“ 


“x 


iy 


ged 
=, 
gad 
tR 
RR 
jax 
tR 
ww. 
ed 


wy 5 


ee. 
oo 
ee Sd 
cat 


FTHRe UNMDVERSLTY- OF Mississirrt 


One Millionth Uolume Celebration 
Fohn Davis Williams Library 
‘Baxter ‘Room 


\TY O 
<3 F Je, 


THE U, 
€) 
G 
ladis> 


e > 
CC TES 
DECEMBER LF, 1999 © PO ACM, 
PROGRAM 
THE MILLIONTH VOLUME 


HISTORY 


Hithi 
UES EHEE A! 
mm Lt 


i 


“The Library ( circa 1900) 


PROGRAM 


THE MILLIONTH VOLUME 


HISTORY 


‘Program 


PRESIDING 
Dr. Robert C. Khayat, Chancellor 
The University of Mississippi 


WELCOME 
Dr. Robert C. Khayat 


GREETINGS AND INTRODUCTIONS 
Dr. Carolyn Ellis Staton 
Provost and Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs, The University of Mississippi 


GREETINGS 
Ms. Ricki R. Garrett 
President, Mississippi Board of Trustees of Institutions of Higher Learning 


The Honorable Gray Tollison 
State Senator District Nine 


Dr. John Pilkington, Jr. 
President, Friends of the Library 


Dr. Frederick E. Laurenzo 
Chair, Faculty Senate, The University of Mississippi 


Mr. John Joseph IV 
. , President, Associated Student Body, The University of Mississippi 


Mr. Carl M. Rebman, Jr. 
President, Associated Graduate Student Council, The University of Mississippi 


PRESENTATION OF VOLUMES 999,898 TO 999,999 


Academic Deans from the Schools and College of The University of Mississippi 


REMARKS AND PRESENTATION OF ONE MILLIONTH VOLUME 
Mr. John M. Meador, Jr. 
Dean of University Libraries, The University of Mississippi 


PRESEN ZTALION (O} VYorwU ME (15.0 0 0';,'0 0). 
Mr. John Joseph IV and Mr. Carl M. Rebman, Jr. 


INTRODUCTION OF. SPEAK ER 
Dr. Robert C. Khayat 


SPEAKER 
Dr. Daniel P. Jordan 
President, Thomas Jefferson Memorial Foundation, Inc. 


CLOSING REMARKS 
Dr. Robert C. Khayat 


Reception Immediately Following 
Harrison Room and Hall of Mississippi Writers 
John Davis Williams Library 
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The Millionth Uolume 


The millionth volume added to 
the John Davis Williams Library is a 
rare and valuable book with an 
Oxford provenance. 

The William 
Faulkner’s first published work, 
The Marble Faun. \t was released 
by The Four Seas Company of 
Boston in December 1924. 

Fewer than 80 copies of 
Faulkner's little book of poetry are 
known. A significant number of 


volume is 


copies were destroyed by fire in 
1942. 

Only a fraction of the surviv- 
ing copies, probably fewer than 
20, retain the fragile dust jacket 
designed to protect the book. 

Our copy is the first ever 
acquired by the University with 
The Marble Faur’s original dust jacket intact. 

The millionth volume is a gift to the University from Mr. 
Lester F. Sumners of New Albany, Mississippi, the birthplace of 
William Faulkner. Mr. Sumner’s mother, then still Miss Bessie 
Furr, bought The Marble Faun “as a Christmas present to her- 
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self” on December 24, 1924, at 
Davidson & Wardlaw’s stationery 
store on the Oxford Square. 
Bessie Furr and William 
Faulkner had been school class- 
mates. They are pictured together 
in a photograph of Oxford City 
School’s fourth-grade class (1907). 
Unlike most copies of The Marble 
Faun, which Faulkner pre-signed 
to potential Oxford purchasers, 
who largely declined the honor, 
our copy is unsigned by 
Faulkner. 

Former Vice Chancellor 
Charles Noyes, long active 
with the Friends of the Library, 
was instrumental in acquiring 

The Marble Faun for the 
Library. 

The acquisition of The Marble Faun in dust jacket fills one 
of the last remaining gaps in the Library’s outstanding collection 
of Faulkner editions. 

Truly, it is a book worthy of celebrating as our millionth 


volume. 


John Davis Williams Library: A History 


The University Library (now known as the John Davis 
Williams Library) began with Jacob Thompson's donation of 
books to the University in July 1849, a year after the University 
opened its doors in the fall of 1848. After officially accepting 
this gift from Thompson, one of the University’s founders and a 
Board of Trustees member, the Board appropriated $500 for the 
purchase of additional books and stated that bookcases should 
be provided for shelving the collection. 

In July 1850, the Board appropriated $1,700 for the pur- 
chase of books and two globes. Faculty members were asked to 
submit a list of books most urgently needed for their work. 
Jacob Thompson subsequently traveled to New York City to 
purchase books and reported in July 1851 that he had spent 
$1,705.32. Notably, library books were purchased primarily for 
the faculty because it was believed at that time that students had 
no need for books other than textbooks. 

In 1852-53, a room on the third floor of the Lyceum was 
chosen for the Library. Its management was placed in the hands 
of a faculty member who generally served only one year in this 
capacity. Students were employed to perform the actual work of 
keeping the Library open for two hours a week. 

In 1856, the Board of Trustees granted $100 to purchase lit- 
erary and scientific journals. These were to be preserved, bound, 
and kept in the Library. Later that year, $7,000 was appropriat- 
ed for the General Library and the Law Library, which had been 
established with the School of Law in 1854. By 1858, the Main 
Library had more than 5,000 volumes. 


In 1870, the Board provided for the establishment of a 
Reading Room to contain newspapers and periodicals, the latter 
to be selected by the faculty, for the use of both faculty and stu- 
dents. It was placed on the first floor of Lafayette Hall, where 
the School of Law and its Library were located. This room was 
to be kept open four hours daily, five days a week. In 1876-77, 
the Reading Room was moved downstairs in the Lyceum. In 
1882-83, it was combined with the Library and placed in a larg- 
er room in the Lyceum. 

The first person designated as librarian, Augustus Blomgren, 
is cited in an 1876-77 roll naming him to the dual position of 
librarian and janitor. The next year, Blomgren assumed the 
duties of corresponding secretary of the faculty as well as being 
librarian and janitor. In fall 1884, Miss Julia H. Wilcox became 
the first full-time librarian. She received $2,400 from the Board 
for purchasing books. 

Although the Library had quite short hours, considerable 
work was involved in adding new books. The librarian’s report 
for 1885-86 states that approximately 1,000 new books were 
added that year, resulting in a collection of 9,032 volumes. 

Chancellor Edward Mayes began to emphasize the need for 
University expansion, including a separate building for the 
Library. In June 1888, the Board appropriated $10,000 for a 
new library building, and construction began soon afterwards. 
An additional $2,000 was required to complete the structure, 
which would provide space for approximately 50,000 volumes. 
The Library, consisting of 13,000 volumes, moved into its new 


building (now known as Ventress Hall) in May 1890, shortly 
before it was actually completed. The librarian in the new build- 
ing was Mrs. Alice M. Beynes, who remained through 1898. 

Mrs. Beynes was succeeded by Miss Annye Hardgrave 
(1898-1900) and Mrs. L. M. Hunt (1900-1913) before a niece 
of Chancellor Mayes, Miss Alice Mayes, was hired in 1913. Miss 
Mayes served as librarian until 1928. 

In 1900, the Board of Trustees ordered 25 percent of the 
matriculation fee placed in a general library fund to be expend- 
ed under the direction of the chancellor. In 1918-19, a physical 
training and library fee was established, initially $6 but 


The Library (circa 1900 


increased by stages until it reached $10. In 1924-25, a separate 
library fee of $2 was established. This fee increased to $5 and 
remained in force until July 1948, when it was abolished and a 
general activity fee adopted. 

After the turn of the century, the Library began a period of 
rapid growth. In 1900, the Library held approximately 15,000 
volumes. By 1903, it had increased to 18,000 volumes, and 
three years later contained 22,000 volumes. Also, there was 
quite an accumulation of periodicals and documents, especially 
the latter, because the Library had become a depository for fed- 


eral documents in 1883. 
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This rapid growth alerted administrators to the fact that the 
building occupied in 1890 would not be adequate much longer. 
Consequently, Chancellor Robert B. Fulton began making plans 
for a new building as early as 1905. He succeeded in obtaining 
a Carnegie grant offer for a new library building but was bitter- 
ly disappointed when it was rejected because of political maneu- 
vering in the state. He resigned in July 1906, and was succeed- 
ed by Dr. Andrew A. Kincannon. 

The new chancellor was authorized to appoint a committee 
to appraise University property and to make recommendations 
concerning library needs. This committee found the library 
building entirely inadequate and recommended that either a 
new building be erected or the old one substantially enlarged. 
After receiving this report, Chancellor Kincannon reopened 
negotiations for a Carnegie grant. He succeeded in securing one 
for $25,000, which was to be matched by a similar sum from 
the Board of Trustees. The Board accepted this offer and began 
planning for a new building. It was dedicated May 30, 1911, 
but was not actually completed until later in the year. Today this 
building is recognized as Bryant Hall. 

The building vacated by the Library was promptly occupied 
by the School of Law and its Library. They remained there until 
a new building, Lamar Hall, was erected in 1930. 

At the time of the Library’s move in 1911, it contained 
approximately 26,000 volumes plus numerous unbound items. 
When Mr. Whitman Davis, the University’s first professional 
librarian, succeeded Miss Mayes in 1928, the Library contained 
an estimated 40,000 volumes. In 1933, a more definite count 
cited 48,834 volumes. Early efforts by Mr. Davis were directed 
toward increasing library staff, with the first two additions being 
a loan desk attendant and a cataloger. In 1934, a Reference 
Department was established. 

Occasionally, private book donations supplemented library 
acquisitions. It was a long span of time from the gift of Jacob 


Thompson to that of Judge Stone Deavours in 1924. However 
his gift of 672 items, which dealt primarily with Mississippi, 
served as a nucleus for development of the Mississippi 
Collection. 

A much larger collection came from Mrs. J. W. Garner in 
1939. Consisting of more than 2,000 volumes and many pam- 
phlets on international law and political science, this collection 
had been the library of her husband while he was a faculty mem- 
ber at the University of Illinois. In 1941-42, Senator Pat 
Harrison’s Collection was transferred to the Library from his 
Senate office. It consisted of federal documents, correspon- 
dence, and miscellaneous material. 

In 1944-45, Mrs. A. L. Bondurant donated her husband’s 
private library of approximately 750 volumes in the classics. He 
had taught at the University for more than 40 years. The next 
year Rev. N. G. Augustus, who had been a student in 1869, gave 
approximately 1,250 books and 250 unbound items in the fields 
of religion, philosophy, biography, and literature. 

The Medical School Library, which had been housed in 
the Library since 1932 and administered by students, secured 
a professional librarian in 1934. The librarian served also as 
cataloger for the Main Library until the Medical Library 
moved in 1937 to the Medical and Hospital Building (now 
Guyton Hall). It moved with the School of Medicine to 
Jackson in 1955. 

Although the number of library staff increased during the 
1930s, financial support for books, periodicals, and binding was 
only $5,750 annually. Consequently, a special effort was made 
by the University to secure a grant for the purchase of books. 
This was accomplished in 1939-40, when the General 
Education Board provided $25,000 with the stipulation that the 
University double that sum. A total of $75,000 was designated 
to be spent over a three-year period. During that time the 
Library grew from 77,880 to 97,018 volumes. 
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and Special Collections to provide expansion for manuscript 
and printed materials in the Mississippi Collection. Also under 
his leadership, the library became a member of the 
Southeastern Library Network in December of 1976 and 
acquired two SOLINET terminals. Catalogers henceforth had 
access to the national bibliographic database of library holdings 
known as OCLC. 

In 1979, the library was named after Dr. John Davis 
Williams, former chancellor of The University of Mississippi 
(1946-1968). Shortly after this, in March of 1980, Dr. Boyer 
left the library. Dr. Richard Werking served as acting director 
through July 1981, when Mr. Richard G. Cole was appointed 
new director of libraries. 

Strong support followed the 1980 National Endowment for 
the Humanities “Library Challenge Grant.” This grant was 
designed to promote the development of Southern studies 
resources in the J. D. Williams Library. In 1982, legendary blues 
artist and Mississippi native B. B. King donated his personal 
record collection, consisting of some 7,000 recordings in sup- 
port of the Challenge Grant. 

One of the most important collections of William Faulkner 
materials was announced in spring 1982. Discovered in a broom 
closet at Faulkner’s house, the “Rowan Oak Papers” are one of 
the 20th century's greatest manuscript finds. They include more 
than 1,800 sheets of autograph and typescript drafts of poems, 
short stories, film scripts, and novels (for example, Pylon) writ- 
ten by Faulkner in a period spanning some of his most produc- 
tive years, 1925-1939. 

This acquisition was followed in December of 1983 with 
the addition of the Douglas and Leila Clark Wynn Collection of 
early unpublished and formerly unknown Faulkner poetry. 
Donations of manuscript collections from former professor of 
history Dr. James Silver and Dr. William Ferris, professor of 
Southern studies, further enhanced Special Collections. 


The Blues Archive, a branch of the J. D. Williams Library, 
formally opened its doors in September of 1984. Located on the 
third floor of Farley Hall, the collection was formed around a 
donation by Jim and Amy O’ Neal of 21,000 records, 800 cas- 
settes of interviews and performances, 500 reel-to-reel tapes, 
files on 2,000 blues topics, photos, 300 books, 5,000 magazines, 
500 posters and videotapes, and films of 20 live blues perfor- 
mances. The B. B. King Collection, the Goldstein Collection, 
and the Hartin Collection were incorporated into this archive. 

The Friends of the Library organization continued its vital 
role in 1985-86 by increasing membership to more than 400 
and receiving donations equaling $10,300. The total number of 
Library volumes rose to 644,934. At this time, much needed 
collection growth space became available in the Library due to 
the move of the U.S. Government Documents Repository to the 
Old Gymnasium. 

During the financial reductions of the 1986-87 academic 
year, endowment funds and gift books began to play an even 
more important role in library support. A total of 8,261 gift 
books were presented to the library, and hardware for the audio- 
visual department was purchased due, in part, to these funds. 
The Pharmacy Library, established in 1964 and named after Dr. 
Austin A. Dodge in 1973, became an administrative unit of the 
J. D. Williams Library in July of 1986. 

Library Director Robert G. Cole left the University in 
August 1986, and Dr. Michael de L. Landon became acting 
director of libraries. 

In August 1987, Dr. Jean A. Major became the new director 
of libraries. Under her leadership, conversion of pre-1977 cata- 
loging records to machine-readable form began in the 1987-88 
academic year. This task was preparatory to implementation of an 
online public access catalog (OPAC). Also, general preparations 
commenced for the automation of internal library functions. 


In cooperation with the academic departments, library bib- 


liographers finished a long-term project to prepare a collection 
development plan. This comprehensive set of planning state- 
ments defined the depth of collection development in various 
disciplines. Along with the tremendous workload caused by 
preparations for the 
OPAC, the Cataloging 
Department finished pro- 
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cessing the valuable 
Goldstein Collection in 
the 1988-89 
year. This 9,000-volume 
folklore 
incorporated into the 


Blues Archive. 
The Department of 


academic 


collection was 


Archives and Special 
Collections acquired a rare 
piece of Faulkner manu- 
script material during the 
1989-90 academic year, a 
holograph screenplay for 
the film The Road to Glory. 
During this same academ- 
ic year, the Blues Archive 
received the oral history 
project “Mississippi Blues 
as Oral History.” The Music Library’s move into quarters with 
the Blues Archive soon after (in 1991) further strengthened the 
collection. 

The OPAC installation occurred in the summer of 1991, 
and the card catalog was closed at the end of the fall semester. 
Volume count in the library for the 1991-92 school year totaled 
738,849 volumes. 

Unfortunately, on May 11, 1992, the Library was dropped 


from membership in the Association of Southeastern Research 
Libraries (ASERL) for failure to meet membership criteria for 
three consecutive years. Also, Dr. Jean A. Major left the director 
of libraries position in June 1992, and Susan H. Smith, head of 
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The first Reference Department was established in 1934. Today the department provides state- 
of-the-art technology for students, faculty, and staff. 


cataloging, became the acting director. 

Funded by $14.5 million in revenue bonds, a ground- 
breaking ceremony was held in November of 1992 for expan- 
sion and renovation of the John Davis Williams Library. Plans 
called for adding 86,575 square feet to the present Library 
building and returning Government Publications from their 10- 
year “temporary” location in the Old Gym, as well as a signifi- 


cant portion of collections previously placed in storage. 


During the 1990-91 and the 1991-92 academic years, the 
Department of Archives and Special Collections held two major 
literary exhibits. In the first exhibit was entitled “Faulkner's 
Lizards and Other Short Stories from Rowan Oak,” and the 
resulting catalog printed many Faulkner works for the first time. 
From August 6 to October 6, 1992, Special Collections featured 
an exhibition chronicling the history of British editions of works 
by Mississippi authors. The resulting catalog entitled “English 
Magnolias: An Exhibition of Mississippi Fiction Printed in 
England” featured an original essay by Mississippi author 
Richard Ford regarding his first trip to England. 

Donations and purchases in 1993 further enhanced the 
Department of Special Collections. Seymour Lawrence, the dis- 
tinguished publisher and editor, donated the Seymour Lawrence 
Room located in the Department of Archives and Special 
Collections in April of 1993, Mr. Lawrence's donation included 
his archive of more than 8,000 letters, photographs, and print- 
ed books. Other Faulkner pieces included the acquisition of 
Faulkner's teleplay of his short story “The Brooch” and the 
Faulkner-related archive of Carl Petersen, a noted Faulkner 
scholar and collector. 

John M. Meador, Jr., the first dean of libraries, officially 
began work in July 1993. By this time, the J. D. Williams 
Library had three branches to oversee: the Music Library/Blues 
Archive, the Austin A. Dodge Pharmacy Library, and the 
Chemistry Library. Construction of the addition to the J. D. 
Williams Library also was under way. 

A Library Automation Study Committee, formed in 
September 1992, recommended replacement of the existing 
OPAC for noncompliance with performance specifications. An 
RFP was issued in October 1993, resulting in a new integrated 
library system that was installed in early 1994 by Innovative 
Interfaces, Inc. 

In 1994, Oxford author John Grisham’s work was celebrat- 


ed with an exhibition and corresponding catalog. This catalog 
contains contributions by Mississippi authors Willie Morris and 
John Grisham. 

In late spring 1994, Dr. Ray Cleere, outgoing IHL com- 
missioner, designated a one-time, line-item appropriation of 
$1.2 million for the J. D. Williams Library. This funding pro- 
vided a tremendous boost to acquisitions (more than 21,254 
new volumes added), contractual services, equipment, and com- 
modities. Also, it subsidized the initial implementation of Dean 
Meador’s policy of 24-hour-a-day library operation. Since 
January 9, 1995, the University has enjoyed the distinction of 
having the only academic library in Mississippi open to the pub- 
lic 24 hours a day, six days a week during the academic year. 
Furthermore, installation of SelfCheck machines, also acquired 
with Cleere funds, allows patrons to check out library materials 
at any hour of the day. 

Further patron access to library services and databases 
occurred on September 13, 1995, with the appearance of the 
Library’ s nationally praised homepage on the Internet. It delin- 
eates Library policies and services, provides access to electronic 
interlibrary loan request forms, offers a subject guide to available 
electronic databases, provides interactive instructional tutorials, 
and serves as a portal for accessing many digital resources. 

The archive of Mississippi author Willie Morris was 
acquired by Special Collections during the 1994-95 academic 
year. This collection contains more than 17,000 letters, type- 
scripts, galleys, and proofs for the many notable works by Mr. 
Morris, author and former editor of Harpers magazine. Soon 
after this important acquisition, the manuscripts of Oxford, 
Mississippi, author Larry Brown, including drafts of his short 
stories and ongoing work, were incorporated into Special 
Collections. The Oxford American, a journal published in 
Oxford, donated its archive containing manuscripts, pho- 


tographs, and correspondence in the 1995-96 academic year. 
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Growth of Collections in the 
Fohn Davis Williams Library 
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In July 1995, Dr. Robert C. Khayat became chancellor and 
immediately committed the University to strengthening the 
Library. A Sesquicentennial goal was announced of attaining 
1 million volumes in the John Davis Williams Library. This com- 
mitment translated into increased state funding and a rapidly 
expanding Library endowment. As a result, the Library received a 
permanent base increase in yearly acquisitions expenditures of $1 
million (from $2.2 to $3.2 million) between 1995 and 1999. 

An exhibition Hall of Mississippi writers was established in 
January 1997. Overlooking the University’s Lyceum, the Hall 
serves as an entryway to the Department of Archives and Special 


Collections, located on the third floor of the J. D. Williams 
Library. Rotating exhibitions showcase works by Eudora Welty, 
Tennessee Williams, Willie Morris, Larry Brown, and other 
Mississippi writers. Appropriately, the Hall leads to one of the 
world’s finest collections of books, manuscripts, and memorabilia 
devoted to William Faulkner. The Mississippi Collection, also a 
part of Archives and Special Collections, contains more than 
26,000 volumes and 300 manuscript collections of Mississippiana. 

By 1997, the University’ s Sesquicentennial Celebration was 
under way, and the J. D. Williams Library participated in the 
festivities. In March 1997, a rotating exhibit began that featured 


each of the University’s academic colleges and schools. 
Complementing this commemoration of University history, the 
papers of the first African American student of the University, 
James Howard Meredith, were presented to the library. Mr. 
Meredith formally presented his collection, more than 86 linear 
feet of correspondence, memorabilia, and photographs relating 
to his life and work, on March 21, 1997. 

The expanded and renovated J. D. Williams Library was 
dedicated April 10, 1997, culminating the 1992-1996 construc- 
tion of an additional 86,575 square feet. The new John Davis 
Williams Library of 196,909 square feet can accommodate 
2,243,950 volumes and seat 921 library patrons. This state-of- 
the-art facility is wired for “plug and play” computer networking 
and contains four group study rooms, 98 graduate student study 
carrels, 54 faculty carrels, and two electronic classrooms. 
Collection size at dedication time exceeded 820,000 volumes. 

Library completion allowed Government Publications to 
return to the J. D. Williams Library after a 10-year hiatus in the 
Old Gymnasium. The Library has been a depository for U. S. gov- 
ernment publications since 1883 and is one of only 53 regional 
depositories in the nation. It contains more than 2,171,025 items, 
including print, microforms, maps, and electronic media. Online 
access to U. S. government titles published since 1976 is provided. 

A new area on the first floor of J. D. Williams Library con- 
tains the Media/Microforms Department, which comprises 
1,006,736 microform units, 15,507 sound recordings, and 
24,134 videos/films. Also provided are 14 video workstations, 
four slide projectors, 13 audio workstations, and 16 microform 
reader/printers for students and faculty to use within the library. 

On June 18, 1997, The University of Mississippi received 
its largest monetary gift to date. The Donald W. Reynolds 
Foundation donated $16.5 million dollars to the University in 
honor of its former chairman and trustee E.H. Patterson. The 
J. D. Williams Library received $8 million of this gift for an 


endowment, and subsequently named its general collection in 
honor of Mr. Patterson. Significantly, this gift combined with 
many other expressions of monetary support to yield a total 
library endowment of $10 million. 

On August 1, 1997, a new 11,080-square-foot Science 
Library, a branch of the J. D. Williams Library, opened in the 
Thad Cochran National Center for Natural Products Research. 
Created by merging the Austin A. Dodge Pharmacy Library 
(formerly occupying 2,688 square feet in Faser Hall) and the 
Chemistry Library (formerly occupying 1,451 square feet in 
Coulter Hall), the Science Library provides seating for 140 and 
contains more than 65,000 volumes and 450 journal titles. Like 
the J. D. Williams Library, the Science Library is open 24 hours 
a day, six days a week during the academic year. 

The second branch of J. D. Williams Library is the 3,000- 
square-foot Music Library/Blues Archive located in Farley Hall. 
It provides seating for 46 users and shelving for 25,000 volumes, 
and contains books, sets, scores, cassettes, and record albums 
related to all types of music. Its Blues Archive is an archival col- 
lection of blues, gospel music, and other Afro-American music 
traditions on videotapes, sound recordings, photographs, and 
manuscripts. Also, the 9,000 volume Goldstein Folklore 
Collection is housed in this branch library. 

On August 8, 1997, Dean Meador inaugurated the Julia 
Wilcox Society and Library Leadership Club to supplement 
Library development activities. The Wilcox Society, named after 
the Library’ s first full-time librarian, seeks to supplement the 
more traditional print-based library collection building efforts 
of the Library Leadership Club and Friends of the Library by 
supporting advances in library and information technology. 

The 100th birthday of William Faulkner was commemo- 
rated on September 25, 1997. In preparation for this event, the 
Department of Archives and Special Collections assembled an 
exhibit entitled “A Faulkner 100: The Centennial Exhibition,” 


which began in July 1997. This exhibition featured Faulkner 
correspondence, memorabilia, manuscripts, and ephemera. A 
lavishly illustrated catalog with an insert by the Nobel Laureate 
Gabriel Garcia Marquez accompanied the exhibition. 

The University’s development of the Croft Institute for 
International Studies resulted in additional Library funding. 
Commencing in January 1997, the Croft Institute began con- 
tributing $170,000 per annum to the J. D. Williams Library for 
acquisitions in support of international studies. More than 
5,000 titles were added in 1997 and 1998 with these funds. 

Also during the 1997-98 academic year, the Library began 
expanding access to the rapidly developing array of information 
resources in digital form. On August 15, 1997, the state-fund- 
ed Magnolia Project began providing all publicly funded 
Mississippi libraries with access to online databases. The J. D. 
Williams Library funded access to additional digital resources 
and by 1998 had license agreements with 58 electronic databas- 
es containing more than 20,000 periodical and serial sources. 

On February 27, 1998, the Library was given 2,501 books 
from the estate of Miss Adele Litty, daughter of Mr. Harry H. 
Litty, a former mayor of Memphis. This collection, dating pri- 
marily from the 18th and 19th centuries, includes an early edi- 
tion of Gulliver’ Travels, a first edition of Sut Lovingood, and 
Hobhouse’s Albania. 

Provost Emeritus Gerald W. Walton was recognized as a 
library supporter and advocate throughout his distinguished 
career. In February 1999, former student David H. Nutt hon- 
ored Dr. Walton in a particularly apt way. As a part of his 
$14.5 million gift to the University, Mr. Nutt allocated 
$250,000 to endow the Gerald Walton Library Collection. 

The John Davis Williams Library received accolades from 
both outside and within the University earlier this year. A 
Report of the Reaffirmation Committee of the Commission on 


Colleges, Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS), 


issued after a site visit March 22-25, 1999, states: 


“The University is to be commended for its com- 
mitment to ensure that adequate hours are maintained 
for user access to its library facilities on the Oxford 


campus.” (p. 58) 


Ata meeting of ASERL directors, held in conjunction with 
the annual SOLINET meeting in Atlanta on May 29, 1999, the 
Library was voted unanimously into membership of the 
Association of Southeastern Research Libraries. Restoration of 
this membership, after a seven-year hiatus, serves as recognition 
by library peers of the tremendous progress and growth achieved 
by the John Davis Williams Library since 1992. 

Graduating students echoed their approval in responses to 
the University’s annual Graduating Student Survey, directed by 
the Office of University Planning and Institutional Research. 
The survey's tabulation, issued on July 21, 1999, revealed that 
May graduates rated the Library 4.1 on a scale of 1-5, where 5 
represents “very satisfied” and 1 is “very unsatisfied.” This is the 
sixth consecutive yearly increase in student satisfaction with the 
J. D. Williams Library. Past surveys recorded the following stu- 
dent responses: 1994-95 (3.2); 1995-96 (3.7); 1996-97 (3.9); 
1997-98 (4.0); 1998-99 (4.1). 

The 1 millionth volume added to the John Davis Williams 
Library on December 1, 1999, culminates 150 years of collec- 
tion building. This history reveals an extraordinary array of indi- 
viduals, from janitor to chancellor, who cooperatively built on 
the contributions of predecessors to develop today’s Library. The 
John Davis Williams Library serves as a testament to these 
visionaries by being the focus of scholarship and the heart of the 
University. It is a privilege for the 28 librarians and 32 staff now 
working in the John Davis Williams Library to continue this 


tradition into the 21st century. 


(About the Printer’s “Marks 


The cornerstone of a university is written expression, whether printed word or electronic image. 
Recognizing this, the east entrance to the John Davis Williams Library at Ole Miss honors famous printers 
through reproduction of their identifying marks along the stairway and in a large second-story window. The 
date on an individual mark does not necessarily reflect the year of the printer’s birth, but more often a signif- 
icant date in the printer’s career, much in the way a graduation year is a significant milestone in the life of a 
student. Reproduction of these printers’ marks throughout this program was accomplished through a hand- 
rubbing process to lift the images from the actual reproductions on the library's stairway. 
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